PRIMARY EDUCATION IN UTTARAKHAND 
INEQUALITY AMONG GENERAL CASTES 
AND SCHEDULED CASTES/TRIBES 


G. S. Mehta 


G ID S L ibrary 
2 8 3 1 0 


1 372 MEH 


1 


ii- 






INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 

Sector O, Aliganj Housing Scheme 
LUCKNOW-226 024 

October 1998 


Uorking Paper Mo - 149 


PRIMARY EDUCATION IN UTTARAKHAND 
INEQUALITY AMONG GENERAL CASTES 
AND SCHEDULED CASTES/TRIBES 


S’ i ^ 04 *'*_*''*?, 

/ i? f * « ’H \ 


\‘3 B 


, c ( r 

i v.'-. * *” * m & 

JJhM 

s ^s^S 9 


G £**•“!. 

* » 


MEHTA 


GXRX INSTITUTE OF DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
Sector O * Aliganj Housing Scheme 

LUCKNOW 226 024 


October i 


PRIMARY EDUCATION IN UTTARAKHAND 
INEQUALITY AMONG GENERAL CASTES 
AND SCHEDULED CASTES/TRIBES 


G.S. MEHTA* 


INTRODUCTION 


see n we i 1 re c o anise a 


. 1 FI Q cf Cl Ur L t- 1 U I! 


?ments in cooniti vs a b i 1 i t v ? t e cf§n icn sk] 


and knowxe? 


d r g au c i- 1 v e 


■ x c i e n c v an d mo on: 


different occupations and oeooraphi cal areas? to us ennancmg 


product. i vi t 


a conseuqence raisinq earnings ana income 


levels 


[ivi duals and also increasing c on t r i out ion t c 


e c on om i c as vei o pmei 


Be s i des t he q s n e r a 1 co'nlr l bu t j o n t- n a t 


education 


e con om i c develo pment , 


.s a i s o 


ions i oe red 


p o t e n t i n s t r urns n t f o r brinqinq a b o u t e q ua i i ty of 


economic o o p o r t u n i t y a m o n g a i f tere n t- s e g m e n t 


of populat ioi 


to a t- s u u l a l- ion ids? 


Com oen sate for lack 


ma I, s r i a i 


i it? d rove socio^sc on om i c 


on a 1 1- ions of 


^?n fT Qu«fl 


sac i o— e cc 


:.he oast several General 


and thus influence a degree of socio-economic equal ny ? 
despite inequality in the ownership of material resources. 
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groups ot children so as to increase their participation i 
the aval Iment of different level of education* 


Hesioe s y t f b e Sc- / bi 

r e s i den t i a 1 s c h o 1 a r s h i p * s pe c i a 1 coaching facilities 
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t h e SC / ST q i r 1 s a n d b 0 y s a re ■ p r o v i d e d s c h o 1 a r s h i p s a n d o t h e 
financial incentives start mq from class one in I- he states 
Increasinq attention is' also being given in the expansion 
primary educational schools in the recently i dent i fie 

Ambedkar villages and villages dcominatad by Scheduled Cast 
and Scheduled Tribes* Relaxation in ; criteria of openin 
schools for these areas is' also strictly followed* All t li 
school qoino children at primary school have been cove re 
sjf! d 0 r t h e P r o v i s i o o o f s c h o 1 a r s h i o s so ' a s t* o a 1 1 r a 

increasinq numbers of SC/ST chi lore to, enrolled t-hemselve 
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been 


Uttarakhand for the purpose of present study has also 
that despite persisting poor socio-economic conditions of 
' pso p i s an d typical and difficult geo g r a ph i ca 1 an d 

topographi cal situations of the region imposing rest ructions 
in expant ion of primary educational facilities? the literacy 
rates ot population as we 1 I as enrolment rates of children 
both? boys and girls has been recorded si on if i cant ly higher 
than the state average for the last several years. 


A sample of 40 primary schools from different 
geographical areas of six development blocks? comprising 
three blocks each among socio-economi cally and educationally 
well developed and poorly developed blacks have finally been 
selected from district Almora in Uttarakhand District A! mo ra 
is among the educationally most developed district of U.P. as 
well as of Uttarakhand* According to 1991 census? the 
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The three sample blocks having relatively lower levels 
of enrolments are socio- economically most backward blocks and 
are situated in the high mountain areas. However? three 
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further the analysis is based on 
collected 
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assessment related to the pattern of enrolments of differs 

groups of children r«>vp*l *»ri th=t tk a . a • » - 

levels of ineo ua 1 i t i #a « i n tho .f-s ? ^ _ * * 

. « * if»-se u =, a. x j. s a t- 1 . on pa I- u e r not o r i u§a 

education between defferent sex- scheduled casta/schedule 

tribe and general casts children living in different. cs f P ,-„-r 

of blocks. However, the differences in enrolments between 

the children of schelduled castes/scheduled. tribes and 

general castes were more sharper at- block level i a e« ? between 

educational ly developed, and backward blocks as c o it? o a red * -a 

district level* The aggregate enrolments of all block 

combined were 92*44 blocks were much higher at 97 « 10 Dsr cen 

at against 89*97 per cent for. backward blocks* 

Further, it revealed that inequalities in 
utilisation of pfim&ry education were significantly much 
higher among men and women, either they belong to SC j 
population or general castes population groups, as compare 


u e r 
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Soys Girls I otal 
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Back- 


-?‘i£*h/ 86.01 90.34 
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Block 


V3.6S 98.58 93.20 95.36 90.97 93.4 
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93.44 


However* th 


e -overall enrolment rate of 


:aste/ scheduled tribe children 


were <93,42 


t i gni f i can t ly hior 


ner than the children cm 


gener; 


groups C 93 . 30 per cent). But the enrolment rates of 
caste children were marginally higher (90.34 per cen 
the SC/ST children (39.33 per cent) in backward block 
in developed blocks the difference in enrolment r , 


eneral 


favour of SC/ST children were around 3 points level 
and above, the existing inequalities between general 






and iiC/biT children in the utilisation of primary education is 
mainly caused by lower levels of ' enrolments of SC/ST girl 
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giris, particularly in backward 
blocks.. Otherwse the SC /ST population is not lagging behing 
tneir upper caste counterpart ' in availing the facility of 
primary education for their children. In fart- i.h 

enrolments of scheduled caste/scheduled tribe boys are 

significantly much higher as compared to general caste boys 
in both developed blocks as well as district level. 


ST AGNATION! , DnOP— OU i 3 AND RE ffc.NT.IQN * 

The assessment regarding the ' pattern, of stagnation— dr o 
o ii t- s and r 8 usn «ioo dit’t 6*rarslr orociDS ot children a 

different classes of primary education has been undertaken 
through using the information obtained from various documents 
and registered of sample primary schools. Since every chi 1 
has to devote at least five years in the completion of primary 
level education. Therefore the names and numbers of childre 
enrolled in class one as on five years back were firstl 
obtained. Thereafter! their names and numbers in the ne 
class, two to five levels, were checked from attendanc 
register of each schools. The cases of drop-outs and 
repeatatio'n due to illness or any other reason of students 
were also separately examined, We, thus, attempted to 
out classwise situation of retention and dro— outs of 
at each classes of primary education. 
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DEVELOPED SEDCKS 
Total 

General Cas t e s 
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xi? ci^- = -s 1 retention rate is 100 per 


It can • he seen that 

cent ? and in class II the cor responding rate is above 90 ,-sgr 
cent* However? a remarkable decline has been observed In the 
retention rate of children in class III and IV, finally, one 


.around hi* per. cent oi 




; ii tnos%f enrolled In Class I has 


children is ouiite prevc*i lent among the general caste and 
scheduled trioe/ caste ch iLtkreu among different blocks? in 
a c t Vr 1 1 h i n 1 1 ? e jh I o c k s * t - $ o ty* § t*” _ t. h is ?* ±2 f a t* t q f* z& t - 

children in different classes are significantly at higher 
level than the general caste children in- different blocks* 
However ? in developed blocks the differences in re tent io 
rates in favour of SC /ST children are remarkably much higher 
r nan i n ba c 

retaining themselves in utilising primary education are 

per cent among SC/ST children as 
against 38*38 per cent general caste children in all blocks 
combined* However? the retention rate of SC/ST children in 
developed blocks Is <72. EE per cent) much higher as compare 

the extent o 

inequalities among SC /ST children and general caste chi lore 
l s above 18 points in developed blocks as against only 
point in backward blocks- and 7 point for all blocks combined 


f. h pi n i n ha c k wa r d blocks* f h e p r o p or t i o n o f SC / ST chi 1 d r e n 


1 1 h a s f u r t h e r been note d t h a x the ' reie n 1 1 o n r a t e s o 
c h i 1 d r en ? b o t h g e oeral c a s t e s a s w e 1 1 a s SC / ST g r o u p s a r 
significantly at higher level in class two as compared to 
r eff?a i rs i nn 
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srop-ouis Of children a 


i on t- n a data col lac t- e d 


Lr tof oensrai casta and 3*£' par cant. .-Pq 


i h a rates of d r o p — o ut o f SC / ST a r a si cin i *f i 
level in developed blocks (27.78 per cent) & 


i si a a n a i y s i s o f 
c 1 a s s a s p r e s e n t a d i n i a. b 1 #= 

among a sample of primary schools. Drop-out without 
completion of primary education or at different classes refer 
mainly transfer cases from the present schools ar 
discontinuation of study by the children due to anv kind 
reason. The performance of scheduled caste and schedule 
tribe children in term of retaining themselves in differen 
classes of primary education, seems to be rather sionif lean 
as compared to the children of general castes. Overall dr on 
out rates are estimated to be around 39 per cent consist in 
■4-3. .per cent 
chi Idren = 
at lowest 


















